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GPPC ByLaws: 

 
IV. REQUIRED MEETINGS 
A. LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT COMMITTEES. Legislative District Committees of the GPPC shall not be 
established until such time that Green Party members living in a given legislative district feel it would be 
useful to organize at that level and petition the County Committee to amend these bylaws accordingly, 
pursuant to Bylaw VI. 
B. OPEN-MEETING POLICIES. All committee meetings are open to all GPPC members subject to the 
following: 
1. GPPC members who are not members of the committee whose meeting they are attending may not 
take part in the discussion of the committee, except to make announcements, state opinions, pose 
questions at the start of the meeting. Such comments shall be made at the beginning of the meeting 
pursuant to a call to the audience made by the facilitator of the meeting and shall be limited to two 
minutes per non-member unless the Steering Committee chooses to extend the time by consensus. 
2. Committee members shall be seated in an inner circle or shall otherwise occupy a cohesive space that 
facilitates discussion among members. Non-committee members shall be seated in an outer circle. 
3. Committee members may, by consensus, decide to expel a non-committee member from a meeting if 
that person is causing undue disturbance during the meeting. 

 

 

Background: 

 

At the October 14 quarterly County Committee meeting, one elected member of the committee chose to 

protest by sitting in the outer circle with non-committee members of the audience and, thus, voluntarily 

chose to attend the meeting as a member of the audience rather than as a committee member in the 

inner circle.  

 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/pimagreens_steering/conversations/messages/2537


A question was raised as to "who decides?" The answer is that the GPPC bylaws decide. Of course, the 

follow-up question is "what if there is a disagreement about the interpretation of the bylaws?" Then, it is 

up to the Steering Committee to decide by consensus See below from the ByLaws: 

 
B. STEERING COMMITTEE 
1. As defined in section II.C, the Steering Committee consists of the five County Committee Officers 
(Chairperson, 1st Vice-Chairperson, 2nd Vice-chairperson, Treasurer, and Secretary) and the four At-
large Officers (two Outreach Representatives and two GPPC Representatives). 
2. All decisions regarding substantive actions and business of the GPPC shall be taken by the Steering 
Committee. 

 

Just to clarify, any committee member is free to exercise his or her freedom to protest by choosing to sit 

in the outer circle as a member of the audience rather than in the inner circle as a committee member 

during required meetings. However, the GPPC is not free to be manipulated into violating its own bylaw 

provisions which were written in order to adhere to state Open Meeting Law. 

 

One suggestion was made to define the "inner circle" as being the "cohesive space" of the entire meeting 

room. Notwithstanding the question of how this definition of cohesive space "facilitates discussion among 

members", more importantly, where, then, would the "outer circle" for "non-committee members" be? 

 


